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St. Ann Preschool, Augusta8St. Mary, Paw Paw92
St. Joseph Elementary, Battle Creek271St. Catherine Preschool, Portage21
St. Joseph Middle, Battle Creek108Lake Mich. Catholic Elementary, St. Joseph304
St. Mary’s Assumption, Bronson88Lake Mich. Catholic Middle, St. Joseph89
St. Mary’s Visitation, Byron Center57St. Basil, South Haven66
St. Charles Borromeo, Coldwater101Immaculate Conception, Three Rivers18
St. Stanislaus, Dorr88St. Joseph Catholic, Watervliet46

St. Rose of Lima, Hastings73St. Therese, Wayland52
St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo328
St. Monica Elementary, Kalamazoo343SECONDARY SCHOOLS
St. Mary of the Lake, New Buffalo96St. Philip High School, Battle Creek159
St. Mary, Niles98Hackett Catholic Central, Kalamazoo303
St. Margaret, Otsego87Lake Mich. Catholic Central, St. Joseph166
Total Students                                                                                                                                                        3,062

   Greetings in the Love of the Lord! Peace 
be with You!

   What a great joy it is for me to have the 
opportunity to give thanks and praise for 

the gift of the 24 Catholic schools throughout our Dio-
cese, and for all the great work being accomplished in 
each and every one of them. 
   As you know one of our diocesan priorities is “Advanc-
ing Catholic Schools,” and I continue to be encouraged by 
all the hard work and stellar achievements being accom-
plished as a result of the leadership of both the Very Rev-
erend John Fleckenstein, Vicar for Education, and Mrs. 
Margaret Erich, our Diocesan Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools. Each time I have the opportunity to visit one of 
our schools and to celebrate the Holy Eucharist with our 
students, I am confident that we are truly living out the 
vision of “the MORE: Mission Ordered toward Reaching 
Eternal Life.” 
      As you read through this year’s annual report please 
ask God to bless all our students, families, schools and 
parishes so that all of us in the way we live our lives will 
continue to give glory and praise to our God. 
   Asking God’s abundant blessings upon you and our 
Diocese of Kalamazoo, I am
Faithfully yours in Christ,
The Most. Rev. Paul J. Bradley, Bishop of Kalamazoo

Welcome to the fourth edition of our Annual 
Report for the Office of Schools.  Once again 
we’re proud to share with you our accom-
plishments, initiatives and progress toward 
our mission and goals for the 2012-2013 
school year. 

    The completion of the past school year also 
marked the ending period for our Strategic 

Plan for Catholic Schools 2008-2013. We have been collecting 
data from each of our schools and I look forward to sharing a 
more detailed report on that in the near future. In addition to the 
22 schools referenced in the strategic plan, I’m happy to report 
that last year we opened two new parish-based preschools at St. 
Ann Parish in Augusta and St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Portage. 
Additionally our new school model at Immaculate Conception, 
Three Rivers, continues to thrive. 
   This past year has been momentous as we continue to introduce 
and enhance our curriculum to provide excellent educational op-
portunities for our students. Additionally we work to provide on-
going professional development to our teachers; work on ways to 
make Catholic school education affordable and accessible; and at 
each step offer ways to strengthen the Catholic faith of our young 
leaders of tomorrow. 
   Each year I have the great joy to look back at our school year 
and share with you the many wonderful highlights. These achieve-
ments are just a glimpse into the exciting things happening in 
each of the 22 Catholic schools and two parish-based preschools 
in our diocese. I invite you to learn more by connecting with the 
schools, reading updates in our diocesan newspaper The Good 
News and getting to know one of our many dedicated Catholic 
School families. Thank you for your continued prayers and sup-
port of Catholic school education in our diocese. 
Sincerely,
Margaret Erich, Superintendent and Executive Director of the 
Secretariat for Catholic Education and New Evangelization

The 2012-2013 school year was exciting for our Catholic Schools.  While our teach-
ers and students continued to do the great work that they do, there also was a signifi-
cant amount of work happening behind the scenes.  A collaborative team of dedicated 
professionals has been working hard at developing the plan for how we will reach our 
five primary goals:  building on our vision and mission, strengthening Catholic Identity, 
improving school leadership and governance, enhancing academic excellence, and pro-
viding financial accessibility.  The “Alliance of Catholic Schools” (Alliance) was formed 
as the center of these important efforts.  We created a new website, www.wantthemore.
com, to share the ways in which are strengthening our schools.  We also provided a 
marketing tool kit to all schools to help spread our message about the best kept secret 
in the Church-- Catholic school education.  This is just the tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to the achievements of this past year.  Right now is an inspiring time to make a 
commitment to Catholic School education.  With the support of our bishop, our pas-
tors, and the people of God our dreams are becoming reality.
Very Rev. John Fleckenstein, Episcopal Vicar for Education and Pastor, St. Philip Parish 

Vision & Leadership
The MORE Factor: 
A Mission Ordered 
towards Reaching 

Eternal life. 

photo by John Grap
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Catholic Identity
•   The High School Theology Curriculum, custom-created by a group of theology teach-
ers in collaboration with diocesan staff, Deacon Kurt Lucas and 
Jamin Herold, is being implemented in all three high schools. 

•   Catechesis of the Good Shepherd finished its first year of suc-
cessful implementation in all the Catholic schools with preschool 
programs as well as the two new parish-based preschools. Teach-
ers as well as parish religious education directors were once again 
offered the opportunity to participate in certification. 

•   An inspirational and creative video showcasing the benefits 
of a Catholic school education entitled, “In these hallways,” was 
created under the direction of Fr. John Fleckenstein. The short 
video won national acclaim and was cited for its excellence by the 
National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA). 

•   Assurances of strong Catholic Identity in all schools was 
monitored by tri-annual accreditation visits.

•   The 2012-2013 school year was the first year 
that all schools completed the MAP test (Measures 
of Academic Progress). Data from this assessment 
tool provides information on school-wide and 
student-specific academic progress and growth 
term-to-term and year-to-year. Scores across the 
board, throughout grade levels and subjects, were 
consistently higher than the national averages. 

•   Teachers and administrators sought additional 
professional development opportunities. The 
diocesan-funded Elizabeth Ann Seton Professional 
Development awards were once again granted to 10 educators. 

•   Students in the 22* Catholic schools consistently score higher on standardized tests than the 
public school students. 

Academic Excellence

Financial Accessibility
•   The creation of the Alliance with the Kalamazoo and Battle 
Creek Catholic schools resulted in better operating efficiencies 
including savings within the areas of purchasing and payroll.

•   Common purchasing has extended to all schools this year with 
the adoption of common English Language Arts textbooks. 

•   Catholic schools are utilizing federal and state funding sources.

•   Some Catholic schools have partnered to collaborate 
on sharing educational services where needed.

Governance
•   The Alliance was created bringing together a system of six 
schools. The collaboration is currently in Phase 1 of a three-
phased implementation. 

•   All schools have active “LCABs”-local consulting/advi-
sory boards. Members are required to complete mandatory 
diocesan training. 

•   Diocesan Office of Schools is now part of the diocesan 
Secretariat for Catholic Education and New Evangelization 
lead by Margaret Erich as Executive Director. 

Accreditation Twenty-two* of the schools in the diocese are accredited by MNSAA (the Michigan Non-public School Accrediting Associa-
tion). MNSAA uses a standards-based program with rigorous guidelines that cover all aspects of school operation. Schools are accredited on a seven-year 
cycle and required to submit an annual report. A mid-cycle, on-site review is conducted at schools every three to four years by a diocesan accreditation 
team to review compliance issues as well as the theology curriculum.

MEAP Scores
*MEAP scores listed show percentages of 
the students who met or exceeded state 
standards.

State MEAPDiocesan

Percent of ACT-Tested Students Ready for College-Level CourseworkACT

Diocesan

Statewide Non-public

Michigan Merit Exam
Total percent of students who met or exceeded state standards in the MME.

School Reading Writing Math Science Social Studies
Hackett Catholic Central, Kalamazoo 75% 85% 49% 46% 62%
Lake Michigan Catholic Central, St. Joseph 78% 80% 50% 63% 70%
St. Philip High School, Battle Creek 86% 80% 46% 49% 57%
State MME 54% 49% 29% 26% 39%
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